
January 22, 2016 RHS Boys Basketball teams played Ponderosa HS at home and 
the varsity team had two honorary captains, David Free and Louie Pineschi.  Both 
men graduated from RHS “Class of 1944” and played all 4 years for Coach 
Moeller. Both 90 years of age! Their biographies were read and both RHS and 
Ponerosa fans, teams and coaches were on their feet applauding. It truly was a 
special moment and another reminder of the strong traditions here at Roseville 
High School. The varsity boys basketball team surprised both men with auto-
graphed basketballs and travel gear. After the game, Louie told the team how 
proud he was of them and how excited he was to sleep with his basketball that 
night.  

HONORARY Boys Basketball Captains 

“Class of 1944” 



David and Louie first started playing basketball together in 7th grade at the Atlantic 
Street School when Coach Benedetti decided to put together a team.  Coach Bene-
detti was also a Roseville High School graduate and had kept Coach Moeller in-
formed of these two fine Atlantic Street School basketball players who would be 
Freshman in 1941 at Roseville.   

 

Their sophomore year the United States was plunged into World War II.  In their jun-
ior year, 1943,  Roseville didn’t have as many regular basketball games due to the 
wartime gas rationing and transportation problems.  On the Varsity basketball team 
their senior year,  they got to wear the Roseville team silk uniform jackets.  The silk 
jackets made them feel really special and Louie remembers that everyone on the 
team was so careful not to get them dirty.     

 

Dave and Louie were both captains of the basketball team.  They played as guards 
on the team and enjoyed setting and running plays for their teammates.  Dave may 
have been quiet off the court, but he was tough as nails on the basketball court; 
fighting for every rebound.  He was a great ball handler--always looking to make a 
pass to one of his teammates for a bucket and a good free throw shooter.   A basket-
ball highlight memory for Louie is when he scored 31 points in the Auburn Tourna-
ment his senior year.  He remembers looking at Coach Moeller laughing on the 
bench because Louie had an amazing left hook shot that game that  just couldn’t be 
stopped.   

 

Dave and Louie’s high school graduation diplomas were picked up by their mothers 
because they were not present for graduation.  Dave enlisted in the Marines and 
Louie enlisted in the Navy to serve our country in the war before graduation as did 
most of the Roseville High School boys of 1944.  

 

Their advice to Roseville students is to ---study hard---get involved in school activi-
ties--- and have fun so that these will be some of the best years of your life. 
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